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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

* 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF 

THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  FREEBRIDGE  LYNN. 

Mr. Chairman,  My  Lords,  My  Lady,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  hohour  to  submit  for  your  information  and  consideration 
the  ANNUAL  REPORT  on  the  HEALTH  and  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  of  the  District 
during  the  year  1958. 

The  general  health  was  good.  The  amount  of  notifiable  Infectious 
Disease  Registered  during  the  year  was  the  lowest  on  Record,  though  the 
Influenza  epidemic  that  started  in  mid-Autumn,  195-7*  was  still  active  in 
January  and  February,  and  another  outbreak  of  Influenza  appeared  in  November. 

Pipe  borne  water  was  available  in  June,  for  the  whole  of  Castleacre. 

The  details  of  the  Water  Supply  Scheme  for  Westacre  were  prepared 
for  presentation  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  Council  were  offered  the  Castle  Rising  Estate  Water  Supply, 
free  of  charge. 

The  South  Wootton  Sewerage  Scheme  (intended  to  link  up  with  the 
sewerage  system  of  King's  Lynn)  was  approved  by  the  Council, 

The  completion  of  the  proposed  West  Winch  Sewerage  Scheme  waits  for 
a settled  site  for  the  Disposal  Works. 

I am  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  kindness,  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  his  Staff  for  their  help. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HAMILTON. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS. 

Livebirths. 

LEGITIMATE 

ILLEGITIMATE 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals, 

105 

99 

204 

4 

- 

_4 

109 

99 

208 

Stillbirths , 
LEGITIMATE 
ILLEGITIMATE 


DEATHS. 

Deaths: 

Deaths: 


All  ages. 

Infants  under  1 year  of  age, 

LEGITIMATE 

ILLEGITIMATE 


2 

~2 

lit 


3 

T 

62 


5 

Z 

Hi 


Deaths:  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age, 
LEGITIMATE 
ILLEGITIMATE 


Deaths: 


Tuberculosis 
Cancer  etc. 
Cancer  of  Lung. 


RATES  EER  1000  POPULATION, 


1 

1 

13 

4 


11 


1 

1 

24 

4 


Births  ......................................... 19.81 

Births  (England  & Wales)  1 6.4 

Births,  Illegitimate  per  cent  of  Total  Live  Births . 1.92 

Stillbirths  per  1000  Live  and  Still  Births*  . .... . 23.4 

Stillbirths  per  1000  Live  and  Still  Births  (England  & Yfale,-.). 21.6 

D e aths  .ooooocoooo.o©.o.,jo©.oooocc*ooooc„ooooo©...oce.oc„®oooc„.o.o.  10.  2 I 

Deaths  (England  & Wales)  . 11.7 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births... 4»8 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  (England  & Wales) 22.5 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  Legitimate. .......... . 4.8 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  Live  Births  Illegitimate  NIL 

Neonatal  (first  four  weeks)  Mortality  4.8 

Neonatal  (First  four  weeks)  Mortality  (England  & Wales)  16.2 

Deaths,  Maternal NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  NIL 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (England  & Wales) 0.43 

Deaths,  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 0.08 

Deaths,  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  (England  & ViTales)  0.08 

Deaths,  Tuberculosis,  other  forms  NIL 

Deaths,  Tuberculosis,  other  forms  (England  & Wales)  0.01 

Deaths,  Cancer  of  Lung  0.34 

Deaths,  Cancer  of  Lung  (England  <&  VYales)  0.43 

Deaths , Cancer,  other  forms  1.67 

Deaths,  Cancer,  other  forms  (England  Sc  Wales)  1.685 

The  estimated  Population  has  risen  from  10,310  in  1948  to  11,440  in 
1958,  an  increase  of  1130  (11.98  per  cent). 
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Births  exceeded  deaths  by  72,  a marked  increase  over  1957,  when 
the  "natural  increase"  was  only  13*  The  number  of  births  registered 
208,  was  the  most  since  the  war,  the  previous  highest  being  199  in  1952# 

Stillbirths  we re  less  than  in  1957,  five  against  six,  but  were 
.still  over  the  average,  three,  of  preceding  years. 

77.2  per  cent  of  the  136  deaths  were  those  of  persons  of  65  or 
more  years.  21  deaths  from  the  ages  of  45  to  64  years  accounted  for 
15*4  per  cent  of  the  total.  Four  deaths  in  the  25  - 44,  and  four  deaths 
in  the  15-24  age  group  with  two  infant  deaths  made  up  the  remaining 
7.4  per  cent. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  were  the  main  causes  of  Deaths. 
Responsible  for  69  cases  (50.7  per  cent):  61  in  the  65  and  over  age  group: 

7 of  the  21  of  the  45-64  age  period,  and  one  in  the  group  25-44  years. 

Various  forms  of  Cancer  and  other  Tumours,  and  Respiratory  Diseases 
were  approximately  edual  as  the  next  main  causes  of  Deaths,  24  cases  of 
the  former,  and  22  of  the  latter,  being  17.8  and  1 6. 1 7 per  cent  respectively, 
of  the  total  deaths. 

Thirteen  males  and  eleven  females  died  as  the  result  of  Cancer.  Cancer 
of  the  Lung  was  responsible  in  the  cases  of  four  males  aged  77,  71,  67  and 
61.  Cancer  cf  the  Breast  accounted  for  six  of  the  eleven  female  cases. 

Since  1948  the  Registrar-G-enerals  Returns  for  Cancer  and  other  growths 


have 

been:- 

Cancer  of 

Lung 

All  Forms  of 

Cancer 

Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths 

1948 

No  Record 

23 

17.7 

1949 

No  Record 

19 

13.8 

1950 

NIL 

14 

10.6 

1951 

2 

18 

13.6 

1952 

1 

18 

12.3 

1953 

2 

28 

22.5 

1954 

2 

27 

21.7 

1955 

3 

20 

16.8 

1956 

3 

22 

14.8 

1957 

2 

22 

15. 

1958 

4 

24 

17.8 

Influenza  brought  on  the  deaths  of  three  elderly  persons.  Fourteen 
deaths  were  registered  as  the  result  of  Bronchopneumonia,  during  the  time 
Influenza  was  about,  so  there  may  have  been  an  Influenzal  contribution  in 
some  of  these  cases. 

Accidents  in  th 4 Home  caused  two  deaths.  The  fall  of  an  aged 
person  was  fatal,  and  an  infant  died  from  swallowing  Aspirin  tablets. 

An  elderly  man  died  as  the  result  of  Tuberculosis. 

There  was  no  Maternal  Mortality,  and  this  has  been  a feature  of 
Annual  Reports  for  several  years.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (4.8  per 
1000  Live  Births)  was  the  lowest  recorded.  There  was  only  one  death, 
(shortly  after  childbirth)  of  a child  in  the  first  year  of  life,  the 
period  that  relates  to  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING  TO  DISEASES 


Causes  of  Deaths* 


Males.  Females  Total, 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4* 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 


Tuberculosis:  Respiratory  . .. „ . . . . . . 

Tuberculosis:  Other  forms  ................. 

Syphilitie  disease  ........................ 

Diptheria  

Whooping  Cough  

Meningococcal  Infections. .................. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ....................... 

Measle  s ............................. 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases..... 

Malignant  Neoplasm:  Stomach  ............. 

Malignant  Neoplasm:  Lung. ................. 

Malignant  Neoplasm:  Breast  ............... 

Malignant  Neoplasm:  Uterus  ............... 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  ................. 

Leukaemia:  Aleukaemia  ..................... 

Diabetes ; 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  ........ 

Coronary  Disease , Angina  .................. 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ........... 

Other  Heart  Disease  ....................... 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ................. 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  .„.o.o...ooo..o.,ooo.oo,o..ooo.oo 
Bronchitis ........ ..............coo........ 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...... 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ............. 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  ...................... 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .................. 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ........... 

Congenital  Malformations  .................. 

Other  defined,  and  ,! ill-defined"  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ................... 

All  Other  Accidents  ....................... 

SUlCide  .o.eoo.  .coooo.o.oooo.  ooo...  ooo.eeo. 


1 


2 

4 


7 


12 

10 

7 

7 

1 

5 

2 

1 

3 

1 


8 

1 

2 


1 


1 

6 

1 

3 

2 

14 

3 

1 

5 

6 
2 
8 


1 


3 

4 

6 

1 

10 

2 

26 

13 

1 

12 

13 

3 

13 

2 


4 

1 


6 

1 

1 

1 


14 

2 

3 

1 


INFECTIOUS 

D I SEAS 

:3  EJGIi 

IERED 

IN  1958 

Infectious 

Disease 

Under 

1 1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

3 

6 

Measles 

2 

2 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

s 

1 

1 

/ 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis 
B-e  spiratory 

1 

2 

6 

1 

1 

11 

Tuberculosis 
Other  Forms 

1 

1 

2 

TOTAL 

4 

5 

4 

8 

1 

4 

26 

Includes  four  ’’Inward  Transfers" 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  number  of  cases  ( 1 3 ) of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (excluding 
Tuberculosis)  was  the  lowest  on  Record.  There  were  11  notifications  of  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  (five  males:  six  females)  and  two  of  other  forms 
of  Tuberculosis  (one  male:  one  female).  Four  of  the  Pulmonary  cases  were 
"Inward  Transfers:"  people  previously  notified  in  other  areas.  Two  cases 
were  detected  by  the  Mass  X Ray  Unit. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


VACCINATION 


Primary 


Revaccination. 


Under  5 years 

93 

2 

5-14  years 

4 

2 

15  years  and  over 

2 

11 

99 

15 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  Vaccinations  of  children 
under  the  age  of  five  years  from  79  in  1957  to  93. 


IMMUNISATIONS . 


Under  5 years 
5-14  years 


Primary 

Reinforcing 

93 

9 

- 

27 

93 

36 

The  returns  are  lower  than  in  1957  ( 1 33  Primary;  148  Reinforcing 
Inoculations).  This  was  due  mainly  to  the  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 
Scheme  getting  under  way,  the  Poliomyelitis  Vaccinations  having  had  in 
many  cases  to  take  priority  in  time  and  performance. 


929  children  born  within  the  period  1943  “ 1957,  and  37  Expectant 
Mothers  were  vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis. 


No  Milk  Infections  e.g.  Tuberculosis  we re  reported  during  the  year. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order  1958,  was  applied 
to  the  District,  coming  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1958.  The 
District  (together  with  King’s  Lynn  and  Wisbech,  Municipal  Boroughs, 

Downham  Market  and  Hunstanton  Urban  Councils,  and  the  Districts  of 
Docking,  Downham,  Marshland  and  7/isbech)  became  " Specified  Area"  No. 3 
In  this  area  it  is  illegal  to  sell  milk  for  human  consumption  unless  it 
is  produced  under  licence  from  the  appropriate  licensing  Authority  as  a 
"Specially  Designated  Milk"  i.e.  Tuberculin  Tested:  Pasteurised:  Sterilised. 


DISEASES 


There  were  no  reports  of  Anthrax. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 


The  main  water  supplies  are  derived  from  the  G-ayton  and  Hillington 
Waterworks  of  the  King's  Lynn  Corporation.  Castleacre,  Harpley  and 
Massingham  draw  their  supplies  from  the  Council  deep  Boreholes  at 
Castleacre  and  Harpley  Dams. 

Pure  pipe  borne  water  is  available  for  every  parish  (except 
Castle  Rising,  and  part  of  Westacre),  but  there  are  cases  where  it 
would  be  uneconomical  to  supply  water  to  properties  distant  from  main 
pipelines. 

On  the  whole  the  water  supplies  of  the  District  are  abundant 
in  quantity,  and  of  satisfactory  quality. 
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Thirtyone  samples  of  water  were  sent  for  analyses  to  Norwich 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  Sixteen  of  these  were  from  the  new  supply 
at  Castleacre.  The  earliest  samples  of  the  water  through  the  new 
mains  were  unstable  in  quality,  but  by  the  end  of  July  the  Analyst’s 
reports  were  "Excellent" . 

Water  samples  were  taken  from  eight  shallow  wells. 

Five  of  them  were  reported  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Three  of 
these  wells  are  now  disused; water  having  been  "laid  on"  to  the  premises. 

One  of  the  results  is  typical  of  what  the  general  position 
was  before  the  introduction  of  the  Major  Water  Schemes 

29th  October,  1958:-  Shallow  Well 


(a)  Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli 

(b)  Probable  number  of  faecal  coli  ... 


250  per  100  ml. 

130  per  100  ml. 
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P I P E - BORNE  W A T E R SUPPLIES 


Parish. 


Supplied  to 
RrooertieSo 


Supplied  by 


No.  of 

Approx. 

No.  of 

Approx. 

Houses 

Population 

Houses 

Population 

Bawsey 

47 

96 

- 

- 

Castleacre 

210 

668 

— 

- 

❖ 

<■ 

Castle  Rising 

25 

75 

46 

138 

Conghan 

39 

132 

- 

- 

Flitcham 

72 

244 

- 

- 

G-ayton 

187 

646 

- 

- 

G-rimston 

260 

884 

- 

- 

Harpley 

125 

431 

- 

- 

Hillington 

59 

204 

- 

- 

Leziate 

135 

473 

- 

- 

G-reat  Massingham 

261 

911 

- 

- 

Little  Massingham 

26 

95 

- 

- 

Middleton 

246 

738 

- 

- 

Pentney 

62 

202 

- 

- 

Roydon 

39 

123 

- 

- 

North  Rune ton 

85 

286 

- 

- 

Sandringham 

212 

710 

- 

- 

East  Walton 

31 

95 

- 

Westacre 

20 

69 

- 

- 

East  Winch 

112 

372 

- 

- 

West  Winch 

212 

712 

- 

- 

North  Wootton 

138 

419 

- 

- 

South  Wootton 

302 

372 

— 

2905 

9457 

46 

138 

* Private  Supply  provided  by  Castle  Rising  Estate. 
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ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 

SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR . 

for  the 


Mr. Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  ended 
3"1st  December,  1958. 


INSPECTIONS . 

The  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made  in  conjunction  with 
the  various  branches  of  Public  Health  work  during  the  year  are  as 
follows: - 


No.  of 
Visits. 


Total  No. 
of  Visits. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT: 

Sanitary  Appliances  ...  ... 
Drainage,  including  Ditches 
Cesspools,  alterations  etc. 
Keeping  of  Animals  ...  . . , 
Dirty  or  Verminous  premises 
Water  Supplies..  ...  ...  ... 
Water  Samples  .. 

Sewerage 
Refuse  Tips 
Building  Byelaws 


e © o o 


o o 0 


o o 0 


O O 0 o 


O O 0 o o 


6 

208 

44 

5 

3 

102 

36 

90 

117 

453 


1064 


FOOD: 

Food  Premises  for  Byelaws  etc...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Slaughter  Houses  or  Knackers  Yards..  ...  ...  18 3 188 

PETROLEUM  ACTS 

No.  of  Applications,  Site  Inspections...  ...  ^6  6 

HOUSING. 

Slum  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders...  ...  ...  41 

Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Overcrowding  or  Poor  Living  Conditions..  ...  6 

Improvement  Grants. 71 

Council  Estates  ...  ...  87 

Rent  Act  ...  36 

Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  ...  8 287 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Site  Inspections ...  32 

No.  of  Dwellings  Inspected..  7 39 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Investigations  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Disinfection  of  Premises.. 8 10 

PESTS  ACT. 

Supervisory  Inspections.  ...  ^10  10 

FACTORIES  ACT. 

Factories  Visited  25  25 
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HOUSING- 


(a)  G-ENERAL.  The  work  entailed  in  carrying  out  duties  under  the 

Housing  Acts  has  taken  up  some  considerable  time,  as  although 
no  Slum  Clearance  Areas  we re  put  forward  a number  of  dwellings 
have  been  dealt  with  as  Closing  Orders,  also  a certain  amount 
of  work  was  done  under  the  Rent  Act  1957. 

For  the  information  of  Members,  particulars  are  as  follows: 


Preliminary  Notices  Served  5 

Notice  of  Intention  to  make  Closing/Demolition 

Order . . 11 

Closing  Orders  made  . . ..  16 

Undertakings  accepted. . ..  1 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936 

Preliminary  Notices  Served 


6 


Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. . 
Notice  of  Intention  to  issue  Certificates 

of  Disrepair  . . . . 

Undertakings  received  . . . . . 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  

Certificates  as  to  the  Remedying  of  Defects 

issued  .. 


8 


11 

5 

6 

1 


During  the  year  too,  as  I am  sure  you  will  appreciate, 
much  time  has  been  devoted  in  dealing  with  grant  applications 
under  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954»  A total  of  17 
applications  were  dealt  with  of  which  15  were  finally  approved. 
The  particulars  are  as  follows: - 

1,  No.  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  Improvement  G-rants 


have  been  approved 15 

2.  No.  of  such  dwellings  owner  occupied  ..7  = Wl% 

3.  No.  of  such  dwellings  occupied  by  tenants 8 = 53% 

4»  Total  of  approved  expenditure ..  ..  ..  £121+0 

5.  Total  of  approved  grants  ..  ..  £2915 

6.  Average  grant  per  dwelling  £194 


Under  the  Housing  Act  1949  as  amended  by  the  above  named 
Act  there  was  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  applications 
received.  A total  of  6 applications  for  loans  for  house 
purchase  we re  approved  of  which  4 were  finally  taken  up. 

(b)  COUNCIL  HOUSING-.  During  the  year  final  accounts  were  settled 
in  connection  with  Contracts  for  12  houses  at  West  Winch  and 
6 houses  at  G-rimston. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  in  common  with  most  other 
Authorities,  the  building  programme  remained  almost  at  a 
standstill,  and  only  4 bungalows  at  G-rimston  were  erected. 

Later  however,  building  work  re-commenced,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  a further  4 houses  at  G-rimston  and  8 houses  and  4 
bungalows  at  Castleacre  were  in  course  of  erection, 

(c)  FRIVATE  BUILDING- o In  all  144  applications  for  approval  under 

the  Building  Byelaws  were  dealt  with,  of  which  140  were  finally 
approved. 

Of  these  47  were  for  new  dwellings,  45  were  improvements 
and/or  additions  to  existing  properties,  and  the  remaining  48 
for  miscellaneous  purposes  i.e.  garages,  stores  etc. 
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Particulars  regarding  the  dwellings  were  as  follows:- 


Bawsey  # „ # . 
G-ayton  ..  .. 
G-rimston  . . „ 
Harpley  . . . „ 
Leziate  „ . ,, 
Middleton  . . 
Pentney  # . . . 
Roydon  # , , 
North  Rune ton 
East  Winch  . . 
West  Winch 
North  Wootton 
South  V/ootton 


Houses 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 


3 


1 

1 

15 


2 


3 

2 


3 

1 

4 
1 

4 


10 
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During  the  year  42  new  dwellings  were  completed  and  there 
were  21  in  course  of  erection.  Details  are  as  follows: - 


Castleacre 

Congham 

G-ayton 

G-rinston 

Hillington 

Leziate 

Great  Massingham 
Middleton 
Pentney 
Roydon 

North  Rune ton 
Westacre 
East  Winch 
West  Winch 
North  Wootton 
South  Wootton 


Completed 
Houses  Bungalows 


2 

1 


2 

1 

1 

1 

8 


1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

14 

1 

5 

34 


Being  Built 
Houses  Bungalows, 


1 

3 

2 

1 


1 


1 

2 


2 

7 

1 

2 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

As  regards  the  question  of  re-grouping  of  Water  Supplies  the 
year  has  been  uneventful.  Respite  much  speculation  and  rumour,  as 
far  as  I can  gather  no  concrete  proposals  have  been  put  forward  by 
any  Authority,  at  least  in  this  part  of  the  County,  and  it  seems  we 
are  no  wiser  no w than  we  were  twelve  months  ago. 

In  June  1958?  the  Castleacre  Water  Scheme  was  finally  completed, 
and  in  the  same  month  a seven  days  continuous  pumping  test  was  ajjplied 
to  the  Councils  Y/estacre  bore-well,  as  a result  of  which  the  Council 
decided  to  proceed  with  their  proposal  to  provide  the  village  with  a 
piped  water  supply. 

This  would  leave  Castle  Rising  as  the  only  village  in  the 
District  without  an  adequate  and  wholesome  water  supply.  Bearing  this 
in  mind,  the  Council  proceeded  to  negotiate  with  the  Cattle  Rising 
Estate  with  a view  ultimately,  to  taking  over  the  present,  private 
undertaking  and  getting  out  a scheme  to  bring  the  existing  supply  up 
to  modern  standards  of  water  distribution.  The  number  of  water  samples 
taken  was  36  with  results  as  follows: - 
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FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  OR  CHEMICAL  EXAMINATION . 


No.  of  Samples  proved  satisfactory  15 
No.  of  Samples  proved  suspicious  6 
No.  of  Samples  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  10 
No.  of  Samples  broken  or  delayed  in  transit  5 


36 

The  staff  of  the  Water  Department  has  been  fully  occupied, 
and  during  the  year  a further  213  house  connections  were  made,  and 
69  meters  were  installed  in  business  and/or  agricultural  premises. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  good  work  of  the 
Council’s  Water  Superintendent,  particularly  in  dealing  with  the 
teething  troubles  encountered  in  the  Castleacre  Scheme,  and  also  as 
but  few  Members  are  aware,  of  the  considerable  overtime  he  has 
continued  to  put  in,  all  without  complaint. 

DRAINAGE  & SEWERAGE . 

During  the  year  all  the  Council’s  small  sewage  disposal 
plants  were  serviced,  but  with  only  one  machine  available  for  all 
purposes,  until  the  purchase  of  a second  tanker  in  October,  the 
service  given  was  not  as  one  would  have  wished.  At  East  Winch  disposal 
plant  all  the  filter  media  was  removed  and  renewed,  with  a consequent 
improvement  in  the  final  effluent  from  the  plant. 

At  the  Council’s  largest  disposal  works  at  Little  Massingham, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  renew  completely  the  electrical  wiring  to 
the  pumping  station. 

For  the  second  year  running,  this  site  was  sprayed  by  specialist 
contractors  in  an  effort  to  combat  the  weed  menace. 

Throughout  the  year  sewage  outfall  dykes  were  cleaned  out  in 
the  undermentioned  Parishes,  South  Wootton,  off  Castle  Rising  Road, 

365-  chains,  and  dykes  serving  Council  estates  at  Harpley,  Hillington, 
Middleton,  East  Winch,  West  Winch  and  North  Wootton  totalling  51  chains. 

Once  again,  it  is  disappointing  to  read,  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  Council  were  not  in  a position  to  submit  the  South  Wootton 
sewerage  Scheme  to  the  Minis try* 

Regarding  the  proposed  West  Winch  Scheme,  some  delay  could 
rightly  be  expected  as  after  due  consideration,  certain  amendments  in 
the  siting  of  the  disposal  works  were  made. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSE  NGo 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Needless  to  say,  the  most  gratifying  and  outstanding  feature 
regarding  the  Cleansing  Service,  was  the  Council's  acceptance  of  my 
special  Report  which  contained  proposals  for  considerable  extensions 
to  the  existing  service. 

A new  tanker  was  purchased,  four  additional  men  were  employed 
and  in  October  the  new  scheme  was  put  into  operation. 

This  scheme  allowed  for  (l)  a weekly  collection  of  refuse 
throughout  the  District  (2)  a pail  emptying  service  in  the  13  Parishes 
in  need  of  this  service,  and  (3)  a cesspool  emptying  service  covering 
the  District,  which  includes  one  free  emptying  of  each  property  every 
twelve  months. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  nev;  scheme  proved  quite 
workable,  and  continues  to  operate  efficiently,  for  which  the  Foreman 
and  men  are  to  be  commended.  To  say  the  least,  they  are  ehgaged  on 
one  of  the  most  unenviable  and  thankless  of  tasks,  and  when  things 
go  right,  are  apt  to  be  forgotten. 
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With  fortnightly  collection  being  replaced  by  weekly  collection, 
we  were  faced  with  the  problem  of  obtaining  further  tipping  sites.  This 
was  overcome  by  negotiation  for  use  of  disused  gravel  pits  at  Setchey 
and  also  a new  site  at  Appleton. 


With  the  advent  of  the  new  scheme  the  pail  emptying  service  was 
increased  to  cover  13  Parishes,  and  this  did  present  us  with  the  problem 
of  obtaining  additional  sites  for  disposal,  which  I an  pleased  to  say 
was  finally  overcome. 


Once  again,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  cesspools 
emptied  over  the  previous  year.  Actually,  36  more  cesspools,  (comprising 
63  loads)  were  emptied  this  year.  The  cesspools  emptied  are  as  follows: - 

106  Cesspools  (218  loads)  at  Council  properties 

34-8  Cesspools  (598  loads)  at  Private  Dwellings, 

The  total  revenue  derived  amounted  to  £369.10.0d  which  is  lower 
than  last  year,  but  this  is  accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  one 
free  emptying  per  property  was  introduced  on  April  1st. 

Of  the  figure  mentioned  above,  213  (295  loads)  private  properties 
and  55  (106  loads)  Council  properties  received  free  servicing. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES . 

Only  two  investigations  were  made  into  cases  of  infectious  disease, 
and  eight  premises  were  disinfected. 

KNACKERS  YARDS. 

The  same  two  licensed  premises  are  still  in  use,  and  continue  to 
operate  without  complaint. 

FOOD  PREMISES , 

The  food  premises  in  the  district  are  the  same  as  last  year,  except 
one  Public  House  less,  for  which  the  licence  was  withdrawn,  and  6 ice  cream 
retailers  more.  They  are  classified  as  follows 


Public  Houses  ..  . . . . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  35 

Clubs  ..  ..  , . . . ..  6 

G-rocers  (including  1 Mobile  Grocery  Bus) 37 

Ice  cream  retailers  ..  ..  . ..  ..  29 

Confectioners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,e  ..  13 

Bakehouses  ..  ..  9 

Butchers  ..  ..  .,  ..  7 

Greengrocers  „.  2 

Fish  & Chip  ( including  vans ) 3 

Cafe  . . . . 1 


The  licensed  milk  retailers  remain  at  11,  and  supplementary  licence 
holders  at  A. 

IOC#?  meat  inspection  is  carried  out  by  regular  visits  to  the 
two  licensed  slaughterhouses,  and  together  with  occasional  visits  to 
the  two  knackers  yards,  a total  of  188  visits  were  made. 

Details  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemnations  carried  out 
are  tabula.ted  over:- 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows. 

; Cows  ] 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses. 

Number  killed. 

135 

i 

- 

- 

393 

- 

Number  inspected. 

135 

s 

- 

- 

393 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cy stic ere i 

Whole  carcases  condemned. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

- 

_ 

2 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

10.4% 

. 

0.5% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

7/hole  carcases  condemned. 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

- 



i 

- 
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Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

3.1% 

! 

3.5% 

Cysticeroosie. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

! 

: 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigeration. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

\ 

\ 

1 

Ceneralised  and  totally 
condemned. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Six  new  ice  cream  retailers  have  been  licensed  during  the 
year  all  selling  pre-packed  varieties. 

In  the  administration  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 
circumstances  have  been  similar  to  those  of  last  year,  and  one  would 
have  liked  to  make  more  visits. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS . 

There  are  two  additional  single  caravan  sites  licensed,  making 
with  the  one  small  and  three  large  sites,  a total  of  1A  sites. 

Work  was  started  on  the  provision  of  flush  toilet  sanitation 
on  the  one  large  site  remaining  without  that  facility,  but  it  was  not 
completed  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  relevant  statistics  are  as  follows :- 


Total  No.  of  factories  with  power . .......... . 23 

Total  No.  of  factories  without  power  ........  2 

Total  No.  of  factories 23 

Total  No.  of  defects  found  and  remedied  .....  1 

Total  No.  of  visits  made  25 


I cannot  comment  on  this  aspect  of  the  work  without  referring 
to  the  great  loss  incurred  by  the  Council  by  the  sudden  death  in 
April  of  our  rodent  operator,  Mr. Charles  Skerry.  He  was  an  excellent 
employee,  conscientious  in  his  work,  and  with  his  genial  good  nature 
was  most  popular  with  the  staff,  and  indeed  with  the  rural  public 
whom  he  served  so  well.  Ultimately,  the  appointment  was  filled  by 
his  brother,  who,  after  a short  course  of  instruction,  commenced 
his  duties  in  July,  and  I am  pleased  to  say,  undertakes  the  work 
quite  efficiently. 

In  the  intermediate  period,  there  was  an  unavoidable  lapse  in 
the  work  of  rodent  destruction,  but  taking  the  year  as  a whole  much 
good  work  has  been  done,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  summary  given  below; - 


Premises 

Visits,  Surveys 

Treated. 

and  Inspections 

FREE 

Council  Property 

20 

75 

(excluding  Housing  Sites). 

Private  0(1  Council  Houses . 

673 

2501 

CHAR&EABLE 

Business  Premises 

5 

36 

Farms 

21 

109 

719 

2721 

CONCLUSION 

Having,  it  is  hoped,  read  the  Report  I think  Members  will  agree 
that  bearing  in  mind  the  large  field  of  work  to  be  covered  and  the 
limited  technical  staff  available,  the  year  has  been  a fairly  active 
one. 


Introduction  of  new  legislation  never  ceases,  but  invariably  it 
means  extra  responsibilities  for  us  all. 

As  an  example,  the  new  Rent  Acts  have  meant  quite  an  appreciable 
amount  of  extra  work,  with  inspections  to  be  made.  Certificates  of 
Disrepair,  interviews  with  landlords  and  tenants,  endless  correspondence 
with  their  legal  advisers,  all  of  which  rarely  if  ever  comes  before 
the  Council.  The  work  involved,  if  the  job  is  to  be  done  properly, 
in  dealing  with  grant  applications  too,  is  far  more  I am  sure,  than 
some  Members  realise. 

As  regards  new  houses,  the  Council  built  less  houses  than  in  any 
post  war  year,  but  it  is  fair  to  say,  that  this  has  been  due  largely 
to  circumstances  beyond  their  control.  The  remarkable  thing  is, 
however,  that  1958  saw  little  if  any  change  in  the  rate  of  private 
buildings;  forty-two  private  houses  were  built  as  against  forty- three 
in  1957. 


- 16  - 


. 


R i 7 ;; 

. . 


. 


■ 


■ 


... 


■ 


With  regard  to  water  supplies,  we  should  all  have  liked  to 
have  seen  Westacre  and  Castle  Rising  properly  watered,  although  nnn  now 
has  hopes  of  this  being  achieved  in  the  near  future. 

I have  already  dealt  at  some  length  with  the  Public  Cleansing 
Service,  and  it  only  leaves  me  to  say,  that  having  now  established  a 
service  which  I regard  as  comparable  with  the  best  in  the  County, 
the  Council  has  achieved  something  which  I have  cherished  for  many 
years,  and  I thank  them  for  their  support. 

Perhaps  the  Council  will  excuse  me  if  I add  a few  personal 
remarks.  Possibly,  the  majority  of  you  arc  not  aware  that  I have 
"come  of  age"  with  Freebridgc,  as  this  happens  to  be  ny  21st  Annual 
Report,  and  casting  my  mind  back  over  the  years,  I think  I am  qualified 
to  comment  on  what  you  as  a Council  have,  or  have  not  done,  and  maxy 
indeed  are  the  changes  that  have  taken  place. 

In  1938  there  was  a part  tine  scavenging  service  in  G-reat 
Massingham  and  Castleacre  borne  by  a special  Parish  rate.  Piped  water 
was  available  in  the  Woottons,  G-reat  Massingham  and  part  of  Ashwicken 
only.  Council  houses  numbered  217.  The  technical  staff  amounted  to  two, 
the  Housing  Officer/Rent  Collector  and  myself. 

In  1938  the  Council  possesses  three  separate  outdoor  departments, 
each  with  its  own  depot  and  staff.  It  maintains  a comprehensive  cleansing 
service  covering  the  entire  District,  the  whole  area  is  practically 
covered  with  a wholesome  piped  water  supply,  and  the  Council  maintains 
all  its  estates,  numbering  696  houses  by  its  own  direct  labour  staff. 

The  technical  staff  now  numbers  7 and  outdoor  staff  24  making  a total  of  31 • 

I appreciate  these  last  few  paragraphs  have  little  bearing  on  the 
Annual  Report  as  such,  but  I feel  certain  these  figures  will  be  of 
interest  to  Members,  if  only  to  indicate,  that  over  the  years  the  Council 
has  not  just  sat  back  and  done  nothing.  Incidentally,  of  the  original 
37  members  in  1938,  only  two  still  serve  on  the  Council. 

To  conclude,  I thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  for  their  kindness, 
and  also  the  Clerk  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  their  assistance 
and  valued  co-operation. 

Lastly,  I would  like  to  thank  most  sincerely  all  my  staff  for 
their  most  loyal  support  throughout  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.R. WATKINS. 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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